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Introduction 

The Community Theatre Design Competition invites architects, designers, and creative thinkers to rethink the 

role of theatre beyond performance — as an inclusive civic space that fosters dialogue, culture, and collective 

experience. In contemporary cities, theatres can act as social condensers: places for gathering, learning, 

expression, and everyday engagement. This competition seeks visionary proposals that dissolve boundaries 

between performer and public, building and city. 

Objective 

The objective of this competition is to design a community theatre that functions as a vibrant public institution 

— accessible, adaptable, and embedded within its social and urban context. Participants are encouraged to 

explore how architecture can democratize performance spaces, encourage informal use, and strengthen 

cultural life at the community level. 

 

The Building Program 

Participants may interpret the program creatively; however, proposals should consider the following spaces: 

 Main performance space (indoor / outdoor / hybrid) 

 Flexible rehearsal and workshop areas 

 Informal performance or gathering zones 

 Public foyer and spill-out civic spaces 

 Backstage and support facilities 

 Administrative and service areas 

 Open public interfaces (plazas, steps, courtyards, streets) 

The scale and configuration are open to interpretation, prioritizing flexibility and community engagement. 

 

Site 

The competition is site-generic. Participants may select or imagine a context such as an urban neighborhood, 

small town center, cultural district, or transitional public zone. The chosen site should support the idea of 

theatre as an accessible civic anchor rather than a closed cultural object. 

 

Timeline 

Launch Date: 1st May 2026 

Registration deadline: 2nd September 2026 

Submission deadline: 12th September 2026 

Result Announcement: 18th November 2026 

 

 



Submission Requirements 

Participants must submit: 

 Design Panels – minimum 2 panels and maximum 6 panels (panel size: A2, Landscape, format jpeg./jpg.) 

 A brief concept description (format docs. File) 

Drawings may include: 

 Concept diagrams 

 Plans, sections, elevations 

 3D views / visualizations 

 Exploded diagrams or process sketches 

Important: 

 No participant names, university names, or identifying marks are allowed on the submission sheets 

 Design title and slogans are permitted 

 Submissions must follow anonymity rules strictly 

Jury 

The jury panel will consist of experienced architects, designers, educators, and industry professionals from 

diverse backgrounds. Entries will be evaluated based on: 

 Civic Integration & Public Accessibility 

 Spatial Innovation for Performance & Gathering 

 Community Engagement & Inclusivity 

 Architectural Clarity & Conceptual Strength 

 Feasibility, Flexibility & Contextual Response 

The jury’s decision will be final and binding. 

 

Eligibility 

 Open to all. 

 Individual and team entries are allowed 

 Team size: [minimum 01 – maximum 4] members 

 No restrictions on age, nationality, or academic background 

 

Contact Details 

Brief link: https://www.archiolcompetitions.com/competitions/community_theatre 

Email: info@archiolcompetitions.com 
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